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February 2026 

A look at Gen Z & Gen Alpha in our Church 
 

The church body looks a little different today than is did a few years ago. Different, 
but not necessarily bad. Generation Z are those born between 1995-2009, while 
Generation Alpha are those born between 2010-2024. These are broad age gaps, 
they are looking for the same things in church. They WANT Jesus in an authentic, 
bold way, and they want to be seen. 
Here is a look at what Gen Z and Gen Alpha are doing at Dassel Covenant 
Church in 2026! 
Volunteering: From reading scripture on Sunday morning to ushering, Nursery 
work to KidsQuest volunteers, leading prayer groups to playing on the worship 
team, and during special music. These are just a few places you can see our 
youth giving their time back to Dassel Covenant. 
 

Attending Groups: Youth Group on Wednesday has very strong youth attending 
each week.  Great conversation, growth, and friendships are being built. Other 
youth activities that are offered are attended by not only our youth, but friends too! 
KidsQuest is growing with students inviting their friends to come. Two-year-old's to 
6th graders are learning verses, searching the Bible, and gaining valuable Bible 
knowledge every time we meet. 
Sunday School on Sunday mornings is filled with time of challenging their faith 
with guidance, questions, and a lot of one-on-one fun! Creativity, God’s Word, and 
caring teachers make for a nurturing environment. 
 

At school, on the field, on the court, in the pool, and in the weight room: These 
Generations are bringing Jesus with them to school. With “Little Jesus”, prayer 
before games/meets, sharing their faith with friends, inviting other to events, these 
young Christians are being bold with their faith. This might not be at Dassel Cove-
nant, but they are representing the church well.  A few of the youth are also start-
ing a Fellowship of Christian Athletes group at Dassel Cokato High School. 
 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp: It is incredible how excited this large group of Gen Z 
and Gen Alpha get to attend camp! The joy of being surrounded with others that 
share the same beliefs as they do is comforting. Some of these students find their 
place at camp, where they may not other places. Some have even found Jesus for 
the first time at camp. 
How can you support Gen Z and Gen Alpha? Pray for them, ask them questions 
about their faith, and volunteer alongside them. We have some truly remarkable 
people here. 
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Ushers 
1: Al Olson & Russ Fusari 
8: Jon Young & Wayne Koehnen 
15: Brian Anderson & Diane Dodge 
22: Leon Nordberg & Marlene Blunt 

 January Church Attendance  

4th Sunday: 122 Online: 42 Total: 164 

11th Sunday: 178 Online: 43 Total: 221 

18th Sunday: 114 Online:  Total: 114 

25th Worship: 83 Online: 71 Total: 154 

 Sunday:  Online:  Total: 

Volunteers 

Nursery 
1: Catherine Young 
8: Amy Thostenson 
15: Carolee Michel & Russ Fusari 
22: Colton & Amber Tompkins 

Fellowship Time 
1: Potluck 
8: 
15: Community Meal 
22: 

 
Coffee & Lemonade are provided!   

Treats are optional! 

Book Club 
Book Club will be meeting  
Tuesday, February  24th, at 

6:00pm.   
The book for this month is  

“The Book Women of Troublesome 
Creek” 

By Kim Richardson 

All are welcome to join book Club! 

Coffee Cart 
1:Tracy Hanson 
8: Marlene Blunt 
15: Judy Riebe 
22: Tracy Kraemer 

Plarning 
Wednesday, February 11th from  

9-11am is plarning.  Please come and join in this 
ministry experience.   
Plarning is a way to recycle plastic 

bags into sleeping mats for the 
homeless in Hutchinson and the 

Twin Cities.   

Upcoming Sermons 
 

February  

1: Genesis 31:22-55 

On the Run 

8: Genesis 32:22-32 

Divine Wrestling Match  

15: Genesis 33:1-20 

A Tense Reunion  

22: Genesis 35:1-29 

Revival and Return  

2025 Annual Meeting & Potluck 
Sunday, February 1st following  

Worship 
Bring a dish to share 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9am  

Sunday 

School 

10am  

Worship 

2 3 4 

6:30pm 

Youth 

Group 

5 6 7 

8 

9am  

Sunday 

School 

10am  

Worship 

5pm Super 

Bowl Party 

9 10 11 

6:30pm 

Youth 

Group 

12 13 14 

10:30am 

Buffalo Kite 

Festival 

15 

9am  

Sunday 

School 

10am  

Worship 

16 17 18 

6:30pm 

Youth 

Group 

19 20 21 

22 

9am  

Sunday 

School 

10am  

Worship 

5:40pm Ice 

Skating 

23 24 25 

6:30pm 

Youth 

Group 

26 27 

LBBC  

Family 

Weekend 

28 

LBBC  

Family 

Weekend 
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Super Bowl Party - Sunday, Feb 8, 5:00 p.m. 

Come watch the game on the big screen! 

Bring a snack to share.  

Football Bingo and Prizes 

Open to all!  

 

Kite Festival in Buffalo - Saturday, Feb 14, 11:00-3:00  

Colorful kites, winter fun.  

Bring spending money. 

The church van will leave at 10:30 am. Return time 

TBD 

 

Ice Skating at Litchfield Arena, Sunday, Feb 22,  

6:00-8:00 pm. 

Youth Activity Fund will cover the cost 

The church van will leave at 5:40 pm and return by 

8:30 pm  
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Dassel Covenant Friends and Family Winter  
Retreat at Lake Beauty Bible Camp 

 
Friday, February 27, 2026 beginning at 6:00 pm through Sunday, March 1, 2026, 
check out time is noon. 
 
Loon Lodge (4 bedrooms) and Edlund Retreat Center (12 bedrooms) have been re-
served for us. Come and enjoy our beautiful camp and the many activities offered 
(or just come and relax). We will be doing all of our own meals.  
 
Each family unit will be assigned their own bedroom. Restroom facilities are 
shared. Bring your own bedding and towels. See the sign up sheet and indicate 
your preference for lodging.   
 
Activities are weather dependent. May include: snow tubing, snow shoeing, hiking, 
sauna, polar plunge (?) and the gym will be open for 9 square, basketball, dodge-
ball, carpetball and laser tag.  
 
Cost is dependent upon the number of attendees as we are doing our own meals 
and reserving the buildings versus a per person rate. It is estimated to be approxi-
mately $110-$120 per family. If you are attending for the day only, the cost is $20 
per family. LBBC will bill the church following the retreat so no payment is needed 
yet. Payment for your family is due on March 2. Checks can be 
made to Dassel Covenant Church and given to Marcia or 
Amanda.  
 
Questions? Talk to Amanda or Marcia.  
RSVP on the sign up sheet outside of the office by  
February 10.  

Book Exchange 

We will be offering a book exchange from February 2nd-13th.   
 

Bring in the books you no longer want, and leave them on the tables 

provided. Take the books that others leave that you do want. 
 

What kind of books can be left? Any kind of books!  Children’s, How-to, 

cookbooks, novels, Nonfiction, etc. 
 

Please make sure all books are free of  

inappropriate content, and in fairly good 

condition. 
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There are two upcoming bridal showers in March and April. Please sign up 
to be a hostess on the sheet outside the church office.  

 

Anna Peterson's bridal shower is scheduled for Saturday, March 28, 9:30 
a.m. The planning meeting is Sunday, February 22 following worship.  

 

Sadie Riesdorfer's bridal shower is scheduled for Saturday, April 11, 9:30 
a.m. Sadie is the bride-to-be of Luke Kraemer. The planning meeting is  

Sunday, March 22 following worship.  
 

All ladies are invited to come to the bridal showers to "shower"  
Anna and Sadie with our love and well wishes.  
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February Birthdays 
 

2 Renee Swanson  
5 Hayzle Tompkins  
7 Tom Nelson  
 Sharon Hultgren* 
9 Cash Olson  
11 Walter Diederich  
12 Steve Schwalbe  
 Atreya Butcher   
13 Arlene Beckman* 
14 David Pritchard  
16 Becky Fordyce   
17 Wendy Isakson 
20 Nathan Carlson   
 Kenna Gasta  
21 Jan Pritchard  
22 LuAnn Weseloh   
25 Alexis Weseloh   
 Cliff Eng   
 Abigail Amundson   
27 Joan Johnson*   
 

*80+ years 
  

February Anniversaries 

 

 

Kevin & Tracy Hanson  

February 14, 1998 
 

 

*50+ years 

 

 

Let’s Celebrate! 

Senior Care & Ongoing Prayer List:  

Lakeside Care:   Bev Danielson,  Diane Anderson, Sharon Radke, Gladys Spurgeon 
Lakeside Apartments:  Arlene Beckman, Janet Latt, Jeanette Anderson,  
Joyce Anderson, Erhard Woetzel, LaRene Johnson, Harlund Carlen, Lavonne Hansen 
Cokato: Lynn Varland, Velma Jorgensen 
Special Ongoing Prayer:    Rachel Latt, Tom Effertz, Jim Johnson,  June, 
Max, Tami, & Grant Hungerford 

Thanks very much for all 
the prayers, cards, & 
well-wishers.  I’m feeling 
much better now. 

 Marlene Blunt 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
8:30am  
Prayer 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11:15am  
Potluck &  
Annual Meeting 
4-H 

2 
8-10am 
Blended Faith 
Coffee 
10am Seated 
Fitness 
6:30pm  
Prayer 

3 
 
AA 

4 
8-10am Blended 
Faith Coffee 
4pm  
KidsQuest 
6:30pm Youth 
Group 
6:30pm Men’s 
Group 

5 
9am  
Seated 
Fitness 
 
AA 

6 7 
8am Men’s 
Bible Study 

8 
8:30am  
Prayer 
9am Sunday School 
10am  
Worship 
5pm  Super Bowl 
Party 
 
Girl Scouts 

9 
8-10am 
Blended Faith 
Coffee 
10am Seated 
Fitness 
6:30pm  
Prayer 

10 
 
AA 

11 
8-10am Blended 
Faith Coffee 
9-11am  
Planring 
4pm  
KidsQuest 
6:30pm Youth 
Group 
6:30pm Men’s 
Group 

12 
9am  
Seated 
Fitness 
 
AA 

13 14 
8am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
11-3pm 
Buffalo Kite 
Festival youth 
event 

15 
8:30am  
Prayer 
9am Sunday School 
10am  
Worship 
11:15am Comm. 
Meal 
11:15am WM 

16 
8-10am 
Blended Faith 
Coffee 
10am Seated 
Fitness 
5pm  
Leadership 
Team 
6:30pm  
Prayer 

17 
 
AA 

18 
8-10am Blended 
Faith Coffee 
4pm  
KidsQuest 
6:30pm Youth 
Group 
6:30pm Men’s 
Group 

19 
9am  
Seated 
Fitness 
 
AA 

20 21 
8am Men’s 
Bible Study 

22 
8:30am  
Prayer 
9am Sunday School 
10am  
Worship 
11:15am  
Shower  
Meeting 
6-8pm Ice Skating 
youth event 
Girl Scouts 

23 
8-10am 
Blended Faith 
Coffee 
10am Seated 
Fitness 
6:30pm  
Prayer 

24 
6pm Book 
Club 
 
AA 

25 
8-10am Blended 
Faith Coffee 
4pm  
KidsQuest 
6:30pm Youth 
Group 
6:30pm Men’s 
Group 

26 
9am  
Seated 
Fitness 
 
AA 

27 
LBBC 
Family 
Retreat 

28 
8am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
LBBC Family 
Retreat 

February 2026 
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Leadership Team meeting , January 12th, 2026 
 

Al called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
Ron led in devotions from Ecclesiastes 3:1 and a reading by Dr. David Jeremiah.  
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2025 and December 21, 2025 meetings as 
presented was made by Ron, seconded by Pastor Jordan. Carried unanimously.  
 
 
Pastor’s Report - Pastor Jordan asked for feedback on the Christmas Eve service and the 
“Sending Military Prayers for Spencer Henke” on January 11. Pastor Jordan will be on Navy 
assignment with the Marine unit in Norway, March 1-17, 2026. Pastor Keith is willing to fill 
the pulpit on March 1, 8 and 15.  
 
There were two Ministry Team reports submitted.  
 
Visitation Ministry Team 
The Visitation Team delivered plants to the residents at Lakeside and those not able to get to 
church. Lois and Wayne Koehnen deliver donated food to the food shelf. Margaret sends cards 
for milestone birthdays and anniversaries and John brings the weekly bulletins to Lakeside res-
idents.  
 
The Visitation Team is requesting that John Crayford be approved as co-chair with Diane 
Dodge. Motion to approve was made by Ron, seconded by Pastor Jordan. Carried unanimous-
ly.  
 
Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team 
Ron highlighted the recent meeting of the Stewardship and Finance Team and the year-end fi-
nancial reports. As of December 31, 2025, the income ($336,900) exceeded the expenditures 
($288,634) by $48,267.00. That amount will be moved to the Carry over/under Fund. Ron re-
ported that the fund balances remain viable and active. He provided details of the end of year 
income and expense budget performance report. The Capital Improvement Fund balance is 
$71,105.00.  $35,279 is earmarked for the parking lot renovations. The Farm Account funds 
were distributed per the will.  
 
Ron briefly talked about giving patterns. The income in the 4th quarter didn’t follow the antic-
ipated trend. There is a more steady giving commitment throughout the year rather than wait-
ing until fall. Therefore, isn’t a need to rely on the carryover/under fund to balance out the 
summer income versus expenses. In addition, he highlighted the over budget expenditures. 
Most of which are economy driven and the budget represents the best guess. 
 
The 2025 audit will be conducted by Harvey Peterson and John Crayford. The Benevolent 
Fund will be audited by Ron and Tom Nelson.  
 
Motion to accept the reports was made by Ron, seconded by Pastor Jordan. Carried unani-
mously.  
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CHURCH FINANCIALS 
Evangelical Covenant Church of Dassel 

Financial Summary     

12/31/25 

General Fund         Month Ended         YTD 

General Operating Income      42,068           336,900 

Actual Expenses                           26,684                    288,634 

Total Income Less Expense                  15,384                      48,267 

       *Moved to Over/Under Fund 

Giving to General Fund YTD Last Year  2024                                               364,316 

Capital Improvement Fund—Beginning Balance 1/1/2025             33,330 

 

          This Month            YTD                                                                        

Contributions:  Capital Im. Fund contributions            10,840            13,698 

  Transfer from Carry over/under                    0          20,000 

  Donation for Parking Lot Expenses         0          15,579 

Payments:        Parking Lot Security light/lamps  6,536          11,202 

                             

Current  Fund Balance                            71,105 

The 1st Sunday of each month, we will be taking a special offering for the Benevolent Fund.   

The money collected for the Benevolent Fund helps support those from our Church family in a time of 

need. 

 

Don’t forget about the online giving option! 

http://www.dasselcovenant.org/store/c1/Featured_Products.html 

Women Ministries Fund Balance (1/1/2025):         $10,376.61 

 

      This Month  TYD 

Income:  Total Income                  677.00          11,598.83 

Expenses: Total Expenses         3,903.38               13,470.37 

Current WM Fund Balance (6/30/2024)             8,505.07 

New Business 
Ron presented the recommendations from the Stewardship and Finance Team to move the ex-
cess 2025 funds from the Carry over/under Fund as noted below: 

$5000 donation to Lake Beauty Bible Camp 
$1550 to the Wednesday Youth Meal Fund  
$500 to the Flower/Alter Fund 
$30,000 to the Capital Improvement Fund 
The remaining $10,950 will remain in the Carry over/under Fund. 

The motion was seconded by Al. Carried unanimously.  
.  
     B. 2026 Proposed Budget  
Ron presented the 2026 proposed budget - $368,157.00. The motion comes from the      Stew-
ardship and Finance Team. Seconded by Marcia. Carried unanimously. The 2026 proposed 
budget will be brought to the congregation for approval at the annual meeting on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2026.  
 
Future Meetings: 
Sunday, February 1, 2026, Annual Congregational Meeting following the potluck meal 
Monday, February 16, 2026, Joint Meeting with Ministry Team Leaders, 5:00 p.m. 


